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Picking Up the Pieces Manifesto 

Following a joint conference in November 2013 called ‘Reclaiming Education’, 
a promise was made to the participants that the organisers would work further 
on the document produced so far with a follow up event in the spring of 2014. 
An evening conference was held in the House of Commons on 8 April which 
was well attended with an introduction from the Labour shadow Schools 
Minister Kevin Brennan MP, keynote speaker Roger Mortimore, and summary 
by Kenny Frederick, recently retired as head of George Green School on the 
Isle of Dogs. 

A presentation by John Bolt on behalf of the organisers was followed by 
brief comments from participants who included teachers, parents, local 
politicians, campaigners, children, governors and academics. This led to the key 
activity of the event which was to ask the participants, individually or through 
talking with others, to give their priority for ‘A Better Future for Our Schools’. 
From the over one hundred people present, seven clear themes emerged. These 
are now presented by the list shown overleaf and form the basis of campaigning 
for the 2015 election. The Picking up the Pieces Group continues to meet and 
plan events on a regular basis. 

 
Richard Harris 

FORUM representative of the ‘Picking up the Pieces’ joint campaign group 
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